
Minutes for the Lake Oakland  
Lake Improvement Board Meeting 

October 7, 2025 
 
 

Robert Stawarz called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. at the Oakland County Water Resources 
Commissioner’s Office 1st Floor Meeting Room. 
 
PRESENT: Robert Stawarz, Citizen Member/Chairperson  

Stephanie Petriello, Oakland County WRC, Secretary 
Karen Joliat, Oakland County Commissioner 

  Theresa Nallamothu, Independence Township Trustee 
  Kimberly Markee, Waterford Township Clerk 

Paul Hausler, Progressive Companies 
Michael Morrison, Resident 
Shannon Morrison, Resident 
Philip Benjamin, Resident 
Joseph Ellsasser, Resident 
Bob Fons, Resident 
Eric Andrew, Resident 
Lou Aronica, Resident 
John Schafer, Resident 

 
OPEN MEETING: 
 
All participants stated their name and affiliation for the record. 
 
Stephanie Petriello reminded everyone to sign the attendance sheet (see Attachment ‘A’). 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MEETING AGENDA: 
 
Theresa Nallamothu, supported by Stephanie Petriello, moved to accept the meeting agenda as 
presented (see Attachment ‘B’). 
 
  Motion Carried Unanimously 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
 
Karen Joliat, supported by Theresa Nallamothu, moved to accept the minutes as presented for 
the July 14, 2025 Lake Improvement Board meeting. 
 
  Motion Carried Unanimously 
 



Progressive Companies will post the meeting minutes on the Lake Oakland website. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
A. Project Work Journal 

 
Paul Hausler gave an overview of the project work journal (see Attachment ‘C’) and 
reviewed the treatments and harvesting activities that took place over the spring and 
summer. He explained that the initial treatment was a little lighter than in recent years 
because we had a cold winter and cool spring. A large treatment was needed later after an 
explosion of milfoil and the early presence of wild celery. Unfortunately, that treatment was 
not very effective so Progressive Companies took 20 samples of milfoil and had them 
genetically tested through a free program in Montana. By next year, they will know what 
herbicide will be more effective for this particular strain of milfoil. The harvests took out 30-
40% more loads than last year. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A. Survey Results 

 
Paul Hausler discussed the survey that was conducted on August 6th (see Attachment ‘D’). 
He reviewed the locations and treatment regimen for the algae, wild celery, and milfoil that 
was found during the survey. 
 

B. Plant Control and Water Quality Reports 
 
Paul Hausler reviewed the Plant Control and Water Quality Reports that will be shared on 
the website. Lake Oakland is classified as a mesotrophic lake. He mentioned that the 
chloride levels in Lake Oakland were high compared to the average lake in Michigan. 
Chloride is often tied to road salt runoff. However, the overall water quality of Lake Oakland 
is not a concern. The Plant Control Report highlighted different invasive species, treatments 
of the lake, and methods of surveying.  
 
Karen Joliat, supported by Kim Markee, moved to receive and file the reports. 

 
  Motion Carried Unanimously 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
Robert Stawarz opened the floor for public comments.  
 
Stephanie Petriello shared that all of the reports from the past five years are on the Lake 
Oakland website under the “Water Quality” tab. 



A resident asked about granular herbicide next year. Paul Hausler plans to talk to EGLE about 
using fluridone on Lake Oakland to combat Eurasian milfoil. He also wants to make sure that 
Lake Oakland’s milfoil is not resistant to fluridone before using it. This will be determined by the 
results of the bioassays conducted in Montana.  
 
A resident asked which company harvested the lake this year. Paul Hausler stated that Oakland 
Harvesters have harvested the lake for the past two years. The resident believes that Oakland 
Harvesters used smaller equipment this year and stated that the yield and acres harvested were 
lower than several previous years. He questioned the cost and reasoning for switching 
companies. Paul Hausler suspects that the increase in treatment this year resulted in the need 
for less harvesting. The budget also prevented a second harvest. He also stated that the 
previous company used for harvesting is no longer operating. 
 
A resident asked why the lake has to be treated every year and why they can’t increase 
treatment and harvesting one year to prevent subsequent years from going through this. Paul 
Hausler explained the legal limitations of treatments, the physical limitations of equipment, and 
the inability to control all aspects of lake management. Karen Joliat stated that she sits on eight 
lake improvement boards and that weeds can never be eradicated. The goal of treatments and 
harvesting is to reduce them enough for recreational use of the lake.  
 
There was a discussion on treatments around the dam and where legal authority falls short. 
Additionally, there was a discussion about the cost to purchase, operate, and maintain a 
harvester for the lake to own outright.  
 
Theresa Nallamothu suggested that the LIB request Oakland Harvesters to attend the meetings 
and report on their harvesting efforts. 
 
LAKE OAKLAND INVOICES: 
 
Robert Stawarz outlined invoice #00205760 from Progressive Companies (dated October 1, 
2025) in the amount of $5,000.00 for quarterly lake management administration and oversight 
on Lake Oakland through September 26, 2025. 
 
Karen Joliat, supported by Theresa Nallamothu, motioned to approve payment of invoice 
#00205760 in the amount of $5,000.00. 
 
  Motion Carried Unanimously 
 
LAKE OAKLAND INVOICE RATIFICATION: 
 
The following invoices were previously approved via email: 
 



Robert Stawarz outlined invoice #23729 from Aqua-Weed Control Inc. (dated July 24, 2025) in 
the amount of $10,670.00 for nuisance aquatic plant control work performed on Lake Oakland 
on July 23, 2025. 

 
Karen Joliat, supported by Theresa Nallamothu, motioned to ratify payment of invoice 
#23729 in the amount of $10,670.00. 

 
  Motion Carried Unanimously 
 
Robert Stawarz outlined invoice #1-2025 from Oakland Harvesters (dated August 5, 2025) in the 
amount of $20,925.00 for nuisance aquatic plant work performed on Lake Oakland from July 14, 
2025 through July 17, 2025. 

 
Theresa Nallamothu, supported by Kimberly Markee, motioned to ratify payment of 
invoice #1-2025 in the amount of $20,925.00. 

 
  Motion Carried Unanimously 
 
Robert Stawarz outlined invoice #23822 from Aqua-Weed Control Inc. (dated August 22, 2025) 
in the amount of $4,413.75 for nuisance aquatic plant control work performed on Lake Oakland 
on August 12, 2025. 

 
Kimberly Markee, supported by Theresa Nallamothu, motioned to ratify payment of 
invoice #23822 in the amount of $4,413.75. 

 
Motion Carried Unanimously 
 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: 
 
Theresa Nallamothu stated that she has been reassigned to a different LIB and Paul Brown will 
take over for Independence Township. 
 
MEETING SCHEDULE: 
 
The next Lake Board meeting will be held at 3:00 pm on April 21, 2026 at the Oakland County 
Water Resources Commissioner’s Office 1st Floor Meeting Room. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Theresa Nallamothu, supported by Karen Joliat, moved to adjourn the meeting at 4:29 p.m. 
 

Motion Carried Unanimously 
 



 
 
        ______________________________ 

Stephanie L. Petriello 
Lake Improvement Board Secretary 
For Lake Oakland   



STATE OF MICHIGAN  ) 
)  SS: 

COUNTY OF OAKLAND ) 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of the minutes of the Lake 
Improvement Board for Lake Oakland, Oakland County, Michigan held on the 7th day of October 
2025, and that the said minutes are on file in the Office of the Oakland County Water Resources 
Commissioner and are available to the public. 
 
I further certify that notice of the meeting was posted at least 18 hours before the meeting at 
the Office of the Oakland County Water Resources Commissioner, which is the principal office of 
the Lake Improvement Board for Lake Oakland. 

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Stephanie L. Petriello 
Lake Improvement Board Secretary 
For Lake Oakland  

 
 
 
Dated: April 21, 2025 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment ‘A’ 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment ‘B’ 



AGENDA 

LAKE OAKLAND LAKE IMPROVEMENT BOARD 

Tuesday, October 7, 2025 – 3:00 p.m. 

Oakland County Water Resources Commissioner Building Lunchroom 

 

1. Open Meeting 
a. Introductions and Attendance 

2. Approval of the Meeting Agenda for October 7, 2025 
3. Approval of the Meeting Minutes from July 14, 2025 
4. Old Business 

a. Project Work Journal 
5. New Business 

a. Survey Results 
b. Plant Control and Water Quality Reports 

6. Public Comments 
7. Lake Oakland Invoices 

a. Invoice approval (#00205760, dated October 1, 2025) from Progressive Companies for 
quarterly lake management administration and oversight for Lake Oakland through 
September 26, 2025 in the amount of $5,000.00. 

8. Lake Oakland Invoice Ratification 
a. Ratification of Aqua-Weed Control Inc. Invoice #23729 (dated July 24, 2025) for nuisance 

aquatic plant control work performed on Lake Oakland on July 23, 2025. Stephanie 
Petriello, supported by Rob Stawarz, to pay the invoice in the amount of $10,670.00. 

b. Ratification of Oakland Harvesters Invoice #1-2025 (dated August 5, 2025) for nuisance 
aquatic plant control work performed on Lake Oakland from July 14, 2025 through July 
17, 2025. Stephanie Petriello, supported by Rob Stawarz, to pay the invoice in the 
amount of $20,925.00. 

c. Ratification of Aqua-Weed Control Inc. Invoice #23822 (dated August 22, 2025) for 
nuisance aquatic plant control work performed on Lake Oakland on August 12, 2025. 
Stephanie Petriello, supported by Rob Stawarz, to pay the invoice in the amount of 
$4,413.75. 

9. Board Member Comments 
10. Schedule Next Meeting Date 
11. Adjournment 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment ‘C’ 











 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment ‘D’ 












